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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
Audit Services for the Inotek4Cahul Project
Funded by Sida, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency

	RFP Number
	#Inotek4Cahul-2026-001-Audit

	Issuance Date
	April 30, 2026

	Deadline for Offers
	May 14, 2026, 15:00 Chisinau time

	Assignment
	Audit of the Inotek4Cahul project financial report for July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

	Issued by
	Inotek Foundation

	Contacts
	Daniela Casuneanu, Financial Director - dcasuneanu@inotek.md
Rodica Negru, Deputy Director - rnegru@inotek.md



1. Purpose of the RFP
Inotek Foundation invites eligible audit firms to submit proposals for the provision of audit services for the Inotek4Cahul project, funded by Sida. The objective of the assignment is to audit the project financial report for the period July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026 and to provide the audit deliverables required under Sida requirements and the applicable Terms of Reference.
The audit shall be conducted in accordance with Sida’s Standard Terms of Reference for Annual Audit of Project/Programme Support, including ISRS 4400 where applicable, and other applicable professional standards referenced in the Terms of Reference.
2. Background
Inotek Foundation, founded in November 2023, runs the Inotek - EU Innovation Centre Cahul. The Centre supports the digital economy in southern Moldova by promoting innovation, entrepreneurship, technology, STEM education, and partnerships among the private sector, public institutions, and educational institutions.
Inotek Foundation entered into a grant agreement with Sida for the implementation of the Inotek4Cahul project for the period July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2027.
The project objectives include:
Generate income to cover 50% of total Inotek expenses within three years.
Stimulate a 5% increase in the overall growth of the IT industry in the southern region of Moldova.
Enable 11,500 students to access STEM subjects and programmes.
Provide 1,500 community members with knowledge-sharing programmes and events.
Support 20 entrepreneurs to integrate digital solutions into their businesses.
Empower 100 entrepreneurs by building their capacity for fundraising.
Assist 12 young talents in establishing and accelerating startups.
3. Scope of Work
The selected audit firm shall audit the financial report of the Inotek4Cahul project for the period July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026, in line with the Sida requirements and the Terms of Reference attached to this RFP.
The audit firm is expected to:
Review the project financial report and supporting accounting records.
Perform the audit procedures required by the applicable Sida Terms of Reference.
Verify project expenditure and compliance with relevant grant conditions.
Prepare and submit a draft audit report for review by Inotek Foundation.
Revise and finalize the audit report after comments, if any, from Inotek Foundation and/or the donor.
The audit firm may contact Inotek Foundation for additional information necessary to prepare a complete and realistic offer.
4. Location and Indicative Schedule
Document verification is expected to be performed at the Inotek Centre office: 1, Piata Independentei Street, Cahul, Moldova. The audit period is expected to last approximately 14 calendar days.
	Activity / Deliverable
	Indicative timing

	Document verification
	July 15 - 31, 2026

	Draft Audit Report
	By July 25, 2026

	Final approved Audit Report
	By July 31, 2026


5. Deliverables
The selected audit firm shall provide the following deliverables:
	#
	Deliverable
	Payment share
	Deadline

	1
	Draft Audit Report
	80% of total contract value
	By July 25, 2026

	2
	Final approved Audit Report, including electronic version and 4 hard copies: 3 in English and 1 in Romanian
	20% of total contract value
	By July 31, 2026


The statement of work, audit programme, detailed audit steps, draft report, and final report shall be subject to review and acceptance by Inotek Foundation.
6. Proposal Submission
Offers must be submitted by email only, no later than May 14, 2026, 15:00 Chisinau time.
Submission email:
To: Daniela Casuneanu, Financial Director - dcasuneanu@inotek.md
Cc: Rodica Negru, Deputy Director - rnegru@inotek.md.
Offers must be submitted in two separate files or clearly separated PDF packages:
	File / Package
	Required contents

	Technical Proposal
	Documents listed in Section 7. No price or cost information shall be included.

	Financial Proposal
	Fixed price offer in MDL, using the Financial Offer Form, including any explanatory budget narrative if relevant.


Proposals may be submitted in English or Romanian. Late offers will not be evaluated.
7. Technical Proposal Requirements
The technical proposal should be concise and should include the following documents:
The forms A-E (attached word file to this RFP), filled in and signed:
· Application form (FORM A)
· Letter of Transmittal (see FORM B)
· Certificate of Independent Price Determination (see FORM C)
· Certification Regarding Responsibility Matters (see FORM D)
· Evidence of Responsibility Statement (see FORM E)
Past performance information:
List of audit assignments completed within the last 3 years. Highlight the audit assignments provided as per International Standards on Auditing (ISA 805), and experience with the audit of NGOs, international Organizations, donor funded projects, etc.
Staffing capacity to perform the proposed services. List of audit team planned to be assigned (Senior audit, auditor), with attachment:
· CVs of the team. CVs should include details of audits carried out by applicable staff, describing in particular the audit experience of NGOs, international organizations, donor- funded projects, including ongoing missions indicating the capacity and ability to conduct the audit ;
· Team qualification certificates;
8. Financial Proposal Requirements
The financial proposal must:
Be submitted in MDL only.
Offer a fixed price for the full assignment.
Clearly state whether any taxes, VAT, duties, or other charges are included or excluded.
Follow the Financial Offer Form attached to this RFP.
Include a short budget narrative or explanation of cost assumptions, if relevant.
Partial quotations are not allowed.
9. Documents Required Only from the Selected Bidder
To reduce the administrative burden for all offerors, the following documents will be requested only from the bidder selected for award. The selected bidder shall submit them within three working days of notification:
Copy of official registration and business license, if applicable.
Bank account certificate issued by the bank.
Tax clearance certificate.
Company profile.
Three reference letters from the last five years.
Subcontractor registration or qualification documents, if subcontractors are proposed.
10. Eligibility and Minimum Qualification Criteria
To be eligible, the audit firm and its key personnel must meet the following minimum criteria:
The audit firm has at least 5 years of experience in providing audit services, including under International Standards on Auditing or equivalent professional standards.
The audit firm has at least 3 years of experience auditing donor-funded projects, NGOs, international organizations, or similar entities.
The audit firm complies with applicable professional obligations, including relevant IFAC membership obligations where applicable.
The proposed team includes at least two certified audit professionals: one Senior Auditor / Team Leader and one Auditor.
The Senior Auditor / Team Leader has at least 5 years of audit experience and mandatory experience auditing donor-funded projects or NGOs.
The Auditor has at least 3 years of audit experience.
The audit team has advanced written and oral Romanian and English language skills.
Audit experience with EU-funded projects will be considered an advantage.
11. Evaluation and Award Criteria
The award will be made to the responsive and eligible offeror whose proposal represents the best value for Inotek Foundation. Evaluation will be based on technical score and financial score.
	Evaluation criterion
	Maximum points

	Technical approach and understanding of the assignment
	50

	Relevant company experience and past performance
	50

	Audit team qualifications and language capacity
	75

	Financial proposal
	75

	Total
	250


Minimum technical passing score: 123 points, representing 70% of the technical score of 175 points.
Financial scoring formula:
Evaluated offer score = (lowest evaluated price x 75) / evaluated offer price
Only proposals that reach the minimum technical passing score will be considered for financial evaluation. If technical scores are equal or nearly equal, cost may become the determining factor. Inotek Foundation may award the contract to a higher-priced offer if the higher technical score justifies the additional cost and the award remains within the available budget.
12. Validity of Offers
Offers must remain valid for at least 90 calendar days after the proposal submission deadline.
13. Negotiations and Clarifications
Inotek Foundation may request clarifications, negotiate, or request best and final offers before award. However, Inotek Foundation may also award the contract based on the original proposals.
14. Contract Price and Payment Terms
The resulting contract will be a fixed-price contract. The contract price shall include all labor, professional fees, administration, travel, overhead, profit, and any other costs necessary to complete the assignment, unless expressly stated otherwise.
Payment will be made in MDL by wire transfer as follows:
80% upon submission and acceptance of the draft audit report.
20% within 15 banking days after approval of the final audit report by Inotek Foundation and the donor, where applicable.
Payment will be made only against a proper invoice and after the corresponding deliverable has been accepted by Inotek Foundation.
15. Tax, VAT, and Duties
The agreement under which this procurement is financed does not permit financing of taxes, VAT, tariffs, duties, or other levies imposed by the laws in effect in the Republic of Moldova, where donor exemptions apply. The contractor shall promptly notify Inotek Foundation if any such taxes or charges are assessed.
The contractor remains responsible for taxes and social contributions related to salaries, compensation, profit, and other obligations for which the contractor is normally responsible under applicable law.
16. Compliance Requirements
By submitting a proposal, the offeror confirms that it and its principal officers:
Are not debarred, suspended, bankrupt, under liquidation, or otherwise ineligible for award.
Are not included in EU or UN sanctions lists and will not make project funds available to sanctioned persons, entities, or groups.
Do not support money laundering, terrorism financing, tax avoidance, tax fraud, or tax evasion.
Will refrain from corruption, bribery, kickbacks, fraud, misappropriation, conflicts of interest, and other irregularities.
Will promptly inform Inotek Foundation of any indication of corruption, sanctions exposure, conflict of interest, or other irregularity related to the assignment.
Will comply with applicable laws and professional standards in Moldova, Sweden, and the European Union, as applicable to this assignment.
17. Conflicts of Interest and One Offer Rule
Each offeror may submit only one offer, either independently or as the lead entity of a consortium, joint venture, or association. Offers may be rejected if two or more offerors have common ownership, common legal representation, relationships allowing access to or influence over another offer, or if the same key specialist is proposed in more than one offer.
Offerors must disclose any actual, potential, or perceived conflict of interest related to this assignment.
18. Subcontracting
If subcontractors are proposed, the offer must clearly identify each subcontractor, their contact information, and the work they will perform. Inotek Foundation reserves the right to approve or reject proposed subcontractors.
19. Intellectual Property and Confidentiality
All reports, data, working documents, spreadsheets, analyses, and other deliverables prepared under the contract shall belong to Inotek Foundation. The contractor shall not publish, disclose, or use these materials without prior written approval from Inotek Foundation, except as required for the proper performance of the assignment.
20. Right to Cancel or Terminate
Issuance of this RFP does not obligate Inotek Foundation or the donor to award a contract or pay any costs incurred in preparing or submitting a proposal. Inotek Foundation reserves the right to cancel the RFP, reject any or all proposals, or terminate the resulting contract in accordance with the contract terms and applicable procurement procedures.

